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with both two- and four-bladed propellers. Lateral
control was by wing-warping, and the fore and aft
control by increasing the angle of incidence of some-
times both the main planes and the tail together.
Directional control was by means of a rudder. The
petrol tank was slung on elastic straps in order to
reduce the shock on landing. The seat was also
sprung. The main members of the undercarriage
were reversed cycle forks in conjunction with coiled
springs, and were fitted to give a castor action. Finally,
I should mention that the fabric used on the wings
was yellow-cotton oiled paper, which cost about two-
pence a square yard. The cost of aeroplanes in those
days are in strange contrast to the cost of many of our
present-day machines. Shillings almost compared to
pounds, but, of course, no real comparison is possible.
To-day the early flying machines would be deemed so
dangerous that they would never pass factory inspectors
and I doubt if many would care to risk flight in
one.

Although the Lea Marshes afforded the best location
I could find at the time, yet they were far from ideal
from the flying point of view, the ground being divided
by fences while the area near our railway arch was
covered with stumps of wood used for tethering goats
and donkeys. Further out the surface was better, but
the area was small, being bounded on one side by a
fence, and on the other by the River Lea.

Our general procedure at Lea Marshes was to make
an early start with our experiments. We used to be
up at 4 a.m., when we gathered at our * shed5 under
the railway arches. We had boarded up the ends of
two of them, but it was hardly an ideal workshop, for
there were no windows and it was necessary to take
down the shutters if we wanted light. The arch brick
roof invariably leaked, as they usually do, the floor was
muddy, and occasionally we were flooded out, How-